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Mia and Garet are out picking berries, and it leads to 
something unexpected. Steamshipping. 


Berry Picking 
Berry Picking 
X-0-X-0-X 
A short and sweet Steamshipping ficlet. Enjoy! 
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"Garet!" Mia loudly scolded as she saw the tall, brawny Mars 
Adept popping a blackberry in his mouth. "That's the fourth 
blackberry you've eaten today!" 


"Sorry." Garet said sheepishly, picking a blackberry from the 
nearby bush and dropping it into his punnet. "They just 
taste really good." 


"But they will be much better in a hot pastry with cream," 
Mia said. "My mom used to make the best pies." Her eyes 
misted over wistfully as she remembered the smell of those 
delicious pies and how they tasted when she bit into them. 


"I've never heard about your mom," Garet realised. "We 
didn't meet your parents in Imil." 


"My mother had a terrible illness that my father couldn't 
heal," Mia said faintly, mechanically picking blackberries off 
the bush. "It hit him really hard. Then there was an accident. 
He didn't survive." 


Garet frowned in sympathy. "Gosh, Mia, | don't know what to 
Say. I'm sorry." He couldn't imagine losing both parents. 


"Alex was there for me." Mia's voice suddenly had an edge 
to it. "He helped me through my grief. Then he... he just left 
me. When | learned he had betrayed our clan, he might have 
ripped out my heart and stomped on it." 


"Mia..." Garet swallowed. He felt renewed hatred for Alex. 
How could that guy have so callously betrayed Mia like that 
when he was all he had? 


"It's okay." Mia turned around, smiling. "I don't like to let it 
get me down. Please don't worry about it." She looked down 
at her punnet, almost full to the brim with blackberries, and 
looked at Garet's. "Well, | think we have enough now. We 
should head back." 


Garet and Mia began to make their way back through the 
blackberry thicket. Mia's long robe unexpectedly snagged 
on a stray branch, causing her to trip. 


"Mia!" Garet hurriedly reached out and caught her before 
she hit the ground. 


Their gazes met as their faces came uncomfortably close 
and time seemed to stand still at that moment. Then Garet 
did something completely unexpected. He impulsively 
leaned forward and kissed her. Their bodies shuddered as if 
a current had run through them and they parted, faces 
flushing scarlet. 


"I... sorry..." Garet stuttered out. What had he been thinking? 


"Don't apologise." Mia smiled. "It felt nice." She leaned 
forward and kissed him again. Their arms wrapped around 
each other's bodies and they melted into a deep embrace. 


